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AT thL" lime of I he publicahon of 
ihe Beveridge Report in 1942. 
an Editorial in Freedom's predeces¬ 
sor Wak CciMMENTAkv concluded 
with these conmlents: 

The Beveridge Plan projpascs only live 
salving of ihe sores of capitalism, not 
the removal of Ihcir caiise. The proh* 
jem H '“tackles' arise onlv because of 
the poverty ot the workers inherent in 
thia wages system So Jong as capitalism 
cxim the workers wiU be poor, Bever¬ 
idge or not Remove the cause of in¬ 
security and poverty“capitalisni, and 
ftueh plans- are tin needed. 

But even under capitalism, if a worker 
has a regular job at a (comparatively) 
decent wage, such plans as this arc use¬ 
less to him, The rtvaking of such a 
report indicates the contemplalbn of 
the standardisation and uodiOcalitiii of 
permaoern poverty. It is well to recall 
once again the oft-guolcd saying of Leo 
Tolstoy, "'The rich man will do anything 
for the poor man, except gel off his 
back”.* 

One bus only lo mention the fact 
that the main fealiire of the Bever¬ 
idge Plan was “a far-reaching 
scheme of social insurance against 
Mmemiplion and destruction of 
earning power'/' and point to the 
present plight of old-age pensioners 
and of the growing army of unem¬ 
ployed and homeless, to appreciate 
the wisdom of the anarchist com- 
niems on capitalist planning, w'hich 
was made just 20 years ago- Then 
tJje need Ibr cannon-fodder and flf^^ 
iise of Till‘tile counlry'^ 
natural resources, services and man¬ 
power,, in the struggle for power* 
resulted not only in the government 
wooing the miners, the rail way men 
and the land workers, and reclaim¬ 
ing land and industrial plant, and 
services that had been allowed to 
become derelict during the inter- 
war years, but indud^, what ap¬ 
peared to be, generous promises 
that once the “blood, toil and tears*' 
would be unloaded in sufficient 
quantity on Germany and Japan, 
a future of prosperity, full-employ¬ 
ment. womh-to-ihe- tomb security, 
would be opened up to Ihe ordinary 
people of this island 

To the extent that the British 
public was made these promises by 
Churchill and at ihe first opportu¬ 
nity it voted him out of oflice* 
showed a healthy cynicism. That 
the only alternative appeared to 
them to be the Labour Party indi¬ 
cates how skin deep was the cynic¬ 
ism, and how un-revolutiofiary was 
the British public in spite of what 
it had been through! 
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A Crisis Qf Government 
or of Capitalism? 


old days'', and that this specially 
needs to be pointed out just now 
when the capitalist economy appears 
to be on the threshold of yet another 
“crisis” and when the people are 
“thinking" that, by permission of 
the present administration (govern¬ 
ment), their quinquennial vote 
should perhaps be cast for Her 
Majesty's Official Opposilion, to see 
wliether l/jey can manage to pro¬ 
duce the rabbit of full-employnient- 
and-prosperity from the top-hat of 
capitalism! To our minds they are in 
for bitter di-sillusionnieul. We shall 
be told that the alternative to voting 
against the present government is 
to re-elect it for another five years 
by abstaining. Assuming that there 
is not a massive* positive, revolu¬ 
tionary abstention from the polls, 
that will probably be the result, we 
agree. But does it matter all that 
much wJiich Party the elec- 

A* (timvchijiis wc may be 
considered prejudiced in this matter 
of voting, and governments. Listen 
instead to what The Observer's 
Economic Editor* Samuel Brit tan* 
had to say recently: 

One of the myths of British polities 
Is that there is a huse difference between 
the Conservative and Labour Parties. 
Businessmen in particular tend to sup¬ 
pose that a change of Governmeru would 
bring a radical change lo the whole 
economic environment. Faced with this 
myth it is hardly worth saying' “No 
such luck! The basic approach of the 


two parties is flU depress ingJy 

similar” fJan. 27). 

Mr, Britiatl bnlliaiitly debunks 
a recent Macmillah speech in Liver¬ 
pool in which he Chimed increased 
u nen j ploy men t "uncertainly 

about ihe oulcoiue of the next elec¬ 
tion" (if this mre true, wc suggest 
he should “go lo the people" post¬ 
haste t), and the slow-up in fnvest- 
meut, to the possibility that the 
elections would j et urn a “party 
wedded to widesiTcad naiionelisa- 
tion, high Uixatiou and inflationary 
policies general lyV Mr. Britt an 
paints out that liic Prenucr is “en¬ 
titled to his lillle jrike", adding that 
whatever else iiaiidnalisation did “it 
was a godsend for the investors in¬ 
volved- “Where vould the share¬ 
holders in the rai ways and coal¬ 
mines be if the Liil our Government 
had not bought th"m out after the 
war at prices F exceeding the 
-pTroonr “vatue DT^lEse TdSff^akiflg 
industries?" 'And we would add. 


SPANISH REFUGEES THREAT? 

Madrid, Feuroarv 16. 

Eight French 0..4 S. leaders living In 
Spain have been arrested by Spaniiih 
police. This is the first result of the 
visits to Spain of M. Frey, French Min- 
istcr of the InCenur. and of General 
Aillerct, French Chief of Staff. A bar^ 
gain was reached byi which “activist" 
refugees in both uouatries would be 
suppressed. iObserver)^ 


that by way of condniiation, the 
Tory government after 12 con¬ 
secutive years in governnietu has 
not denutionahsed these industries. 
Just as we would ask, why if the 
Labour Party stood for socialisni 
and the abolition of privilege* did 
it not use the six years it was in 
office with an absolute majority* *o 
remove the profit motive from In¬ 
dustry by wholesale nationalisation 
and abolish Ihe House of Lords 
(rather than seek to invade ii with 
its nominees)? Surely the answer 
is that whatever the mtentions of 
govemments fhe real power are the 
Isntuiciers and the indnstnalfsfs. 
More “rad i cal” than the 1945 
Labour Government was llie Popu¬ 
lar From Govemmem of Leon Blum 
in France in 1936 which was soon 
driven out of office by the “2(X) 
families" who patriotically crippled 
the French eepnomy by mass tpCt. 
portation of their capital. Blum 
himself a socialist-inielleciuaJ-mil- 
lionaire was paralysed when faced 
with such a situation! 

★ 

Labour Party leadership to¬ 
day, in spite of Gaitskeirs 
death* has as much intern ton of in- 
trod ucLng socialism if elected* as 
we anarchists have of “standing for 
election! Even the enfants terribies 
of Tribune have only “a Tutor in 
economics and industrial relations 
at Ruskin College* Oxford" to offer 


who, in a series of three articles on 
the crisis and how a Labour Gov¬ 
ernment should deal with iL con¬ 
firms the observalioM of the 
Observers Mr Bril Ian that “ihe 
basic approtich of the two parties is 
ali too depress in gly similar". 

Now* we are almost certain that 
Mr. Brittan will not agree with us 
when we say ihat the “basic ap¬ 
proach" of the two major parties 
(and the Liberals for that mutter), is 
their concern to operate the econ¬ 
omy within the confines of the capi¬ 
talist system. He would argue, we 
presume, that nobody, apart from 
a few anarchists and ciank.s. are 
questioning capitalism as such. 
What he is wailing for. since lie 
does not seem to offer any theories 
of his own, is that some capiialisF 
economist will come forward with 
a cure-all formula for the age-long 
crises of capitalism. 

To our minds capitalist economy 
(which also means. |3erforce, social 
and economic iiiequaliLv and cen¬ 
tralised authority, as wcM as all this 
implies) can concern itself with 
problems such jas uneniployment or 
prosperityt or numan dignity 0 / 7 /y 
to the e-xtem that these problems 
affect or threaten the privileged 
sintatimi of ihe minority of the cam- 
munlty which the capitalist system 
exists to serve. It would follow 
therefore that the purposes of re- 
fornus, however much they appear 
to benefit the people as a whole* are 
in fact introduced in order to main¬ 
tain the status quo and perpetuate 
the class structure of society. If 
this is not so* then it is surely diffi¬ 
cult CO understand why an alleged 
Coirtinyed on page 3 


N.I.G. AND THE 40-N0UR WEEK 


'^HE Natiomi Income Commission. 
^ v^atch-dog for the Governmeui over 


W/'E refer to the past* not because 
we have a nostalgia for the 
“good old days"* but because it is 
so obvious to us that fundamentally 
nothing has changed since the *‘bati 

•'"Scavengcra of Misery. Our View of 
the Beveridge Report" (iVar Commen” 
tary Mid-Dec. 1942), 
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pay condilions of service* has ihis week 
bccji inquiring into the 40-liour week 
wilhoui loss of pay agreements in ihe 
Scottish building trades. These agree¬ 
ments were made laie losi year. The 
plumbers arc already working ihe 40- 
hour week and the other trades arc 
commenolng this coming November. 

7‘ho Government set up the Incomes 
Commission after ihc “pay-Fause“ fail¬ 
ure lust year and this is die tirsi case 
that has been subuiiUed to ir Bccuuse 
of the fitjlure of their guiding principle 
of (his new agreernem is seen by 

Ihe governmeriL a furLhej ihreui 10 its 
policy, ft oorLsiders that I he cgira cost 
of granting a shorter week will not be 
absorbed in higher produciiviiy* for ihU 
is its policy, that rcduLiion in hours and 
any pay awards rnusi be niyde in refa^ 
lion to an increase Jn produLiivay. 

These agrecnieiHs for a shorter work¬ 
ing week In Scotia rid. have already been 
scltlcd, bul llie <joverniiicjit will try lo 
prevent the introduction of a 40-hour 
week fur budding workcfs in England 
and Waics They will use this mcjuirv 
ah H generni altack on the !»Jioilcr week 
arid pay irtercases. 

Hid NiilionaJ I ederation r»r BiiiJiiing 
Intdc Eniployeds, wJio had notliniK to 
dll with Ihe Scottish agrcctncnis, has 
staled to Ihe Cuinniissioii that the iialion 
and tho building ittdiiviry cannot afford 
ii 4I] hour week for buiklirig workcra. 
This answer was to he cxpcclcd riom 
them, for the empioytra arc hi a hil 
of a spol. They know that when this 
Scottish agreement takes clfccl In 


November, building .workers in the rest 
of the country will lie pressing for a 
similar agreement. 

Tho employer's spokesman, Mr. Kean, 
talked of Lhis possibility and of the in- 
duslriul friction that' would arise if 
there were di(f*TcriCLS jn the working 
week. Mr. Maude foijl the eovernment 
thought Lliai this frici.dn would dcrease 
with geographical disL.dices. Mr. Kean 
treated this reply wnii some derision. 

Later, Mr. Kean yM “that Govern¬ 
ment evidence at pre^ittt is very largely 
a file list feu I exercise Ai wc sec it, 
industrial re la I ions ariJ very far from 
being u stalislicul ^xerciae. It U a 
matter of balancing one factor against 
another; it is really more of an art 
than a science; it is thfl' praclitc of the 
poiksible''. 

The eniploycrs do iMit. like this heavy 
handed attitude of die CitwcniTnctiL 
which they foci could make it haidct 
lor thcin in tjjeir n la turns with llu- 
nnioiiw. 

I he Nutjonal I cdcr ifioii uj tliiilding 
Trades Operatives lin i-' boyconed the 
C ommiiusiurrs jia|iiii y. hccaiisc it feels 
Itiat I he iigrccnicjvts already cimcluded 
heiwccn unionsi and eniNuycrs nre "sub¬ 
ject 10 or might be nnciidcd hy the 
dceishiii of any imlsidt or uiiiiuthuntu- 
tivc hody". rlnii sidemcnl hy the 
N I It. t .U. goci on to P'peak of luduous 
iiiut diiFigetous conditioui in Ihe build 
ing indusiry. ol the lugli mic of accklems 
which are parity due till the Invurjt 
walked. 

“Our opeiativcs tire dill woiking the 
Buiiic hours per day in ^JMldttiuii* much 
moro eondudve to HtrnrtI and indiivirnal 


accident. We claim that there is a direct 
relationship between the length of hours 
worked and the accident ratio," 

Conditions in the building industry' 
ara bad, for the safely regulations are 
often ignored by employers and with 
sites exposed to alt weathers, workers do 
not have the same anu'nittes that arc 
available in other industries. A shorter 
working week is long i^vcrdue. The 
44 hour week was gained in Scotland in 
1919. in early post-war years. Ihci build¬ 
ing industry was orve of the few working 
44 hours and it was only in 1961 that 
the 42 hour week was won. Only two 
hoiii-s taken off the working week in 41 
years. 

Tha employers have said that Uia in¬ 
troduction of the 42 hour week only 
meant extra overtime. This is true of 
most firms, for the average per week is 
beiwccii. 49 and 50 hours. Most of them 
also pay more than the union rates. 
Their only interest is to get the job 
Ciiinpietcd in tho shortest pos.'iihle time. 
IkcauND of the speed in construction and 
huge profit margins, they can easily 
atlord Ihe exim rates. 

Uoiuis schemes, which the unions 
agreed 10 in 1947. add to ihe wages, but 
tins only serves to mercase the firms' 
piofiis the men work harder, out of 
alt propoi tjori to LJiu imuitl return. With 
basic wage mics so low; 5/ltMd. for 
Ljatismcii and 5f.1d. for labmiiers. il fs 
nil wonder tlnn men w'ork overtime ond 
go for ,1 job widi a bonus scheme, At 
ihe moment. Ihe unions arc ncgouaiing 
fill' u l/6d. per hour increase, hut as 
iisual with IX large pay claim, the union 
only wins about a nuarlcr of the original 


duini. 

Thu employers and the government 
will use N.i.C to light any advancement 
in the condtioiis of workers, using it as 
a platform to put their case. The claims 
of the workers arc long overdue and can 
only be won by the cflorls of the workers 
on the building sites. 

What is needed for a start U a ban 
on all overtime. When 1 have questioned 
union officials on this point their answer 
is that it can only be done with 100 
union membership, but look at the ex¬ 
hibition side of the industry where there 
is 100% membership. There arc no 
bans on overtime there. Only by men 
workirtg the basic hours, can higher 
wages bo won, giving rise ultimately to 
an increase in the mimber of jobs 
available. 

The number of unemployed jn the 
budding Industry during January was 
256.dlH) and even before the bad weather* 
it was 9tl,(X)0. These uneniployment 
figures are not known, or conipleiely ig¬ 
nored by Sir Keith Joseph* the Minister 
of Housing, who also has conneelions 
with Bovis, tho budding eoniraciors. He 
lian written this week *'We have got to 
take system budding sciiously because, 
with the hmden on the buiEJing industry* 
which Fs likely to grow* and with the 
shuriase of iubour, which is 

likely lo continue, industrialisation is 
our i>rily way to the greatly increased 
output of housing W’hich vve niust have/' 
tMy italics). 

With Ihe industrialisation of the buiM- 
ing industry, although the number of 
new' jobs wall increase and output per 
man will go up, less labour will be 
required when the first expansion needs- 
are satisfied. To avoid even more un- 
emptoymeni* further cuts in the working 
week will be needed. 

P.T, 












Ms Inhumiiity to M 


CINCE the end of the Second World 
^ War the old belief that modern 
evils are due to man's loss of faith in 
traditional religious theories has gained 
wider support than usuaU finding its 
adherents even among the more intellec- 
fually lively, the sort of people who 
would normally be rebels against the 
past Doubtless this is to be expected 
in an age of rapid change and wide¬ 
spread disaster. There is however no 
justification for such an attitude what¬ 
ever Ages of Faith w'ere also ages of 
doubt and misery, caused by fear of 
the supcrnaiuraL Persecutions were 
endemic right through the glorious 
Middle Ages, and one does not usually 
persecute if one is sure of one's posi¬ 
tion, Witch hunts in those days did not 
mean that a man ended by losing his 
job, or had to spend a year in jail. 
He suficred one of the most terrible 
deaths that human beings can inflict 
on each other, being burnt alive at the 
stake. 

In the sixteenth century the religious 
domination of the Catholic Church, 
which had never been very secure, was 
broken by Protestantism. This did not 
however make things either better or 
worse, religious W'ars went merrily on, 
and persecutions continued as they did 
before, only there were now two perse¬ 
cuting faiths at work instead of one. 

It is only fair to point out that a 
secular philosophy of power, that of 
Machiavcili. had already made its ap¬ 
pearance. The massacre of French Pro¬ 
testants, or Huguenots, which took place 
in Paris on Saint Bartholomew's Day, 
in August 1572. w^as a product of both 
the secular philosophy and relegfous 
bigotry, for it had its origin in the 
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"THE MASSACRE OF SAINT 
BARTHOLOMEW", by Henri 
Nogueres, George Allen and 
Unwin, 25s. 


planned assassination, for purely politi¬ 
cal reasons, of ofie man. Perhaps as 
many as 50,000 lost their lives as a 
result. 

The death of the French Huguenot 
leader, Admiral dc Coltgny, was planned 
by Catherine de Medici, who was the 
mother of the king and the real ruler 
of France. She feared his influence 
over her unbalanced son. Originally 
she had tried to bring Protestants and 
Catholics together, for she dreaded civil 
w^ar, which might lead to her eventual 
overthrow'. Her sole interest being the 
security that power brings, or is sup¬ 
posed to bring. It was only when the 
Protestant power began to threaten her 
own that her attitude changed. The 
Huguenots were coming to form a 
"state within a state’*. 

The French religious wars had a 
peculiar, almost secular character, be¬ 
cause the Huguenots were not simply 
heretics to be exterminated, they also 
constituted an obstacle to national unity. 
Nationalism was already growing, and 
was to become the religion of the 
future. The Huguenots were not only 
the last victims of medieval supernatu¬ 
ralism, they were also the first victims 
of the new faith. 

An earlier attempt to assassinate de 
Coligny, by gunshot, failed. This had 
been craftily arranged by Catherine in 
such a way that had it succeeded it 
would have implicated the rival family 
of Guise (for the faithful could hate 
each other as heartily as they hated 
heretics, or—moved solely by consider¬ 
ations of power—plot each other's down¬ 
fall as coldly). 

This failure meant that the supporters 
and followers of dc Coligny, assembled 
in Paris for the marriage of the King's 
sister to the Protestant King of Navarre, 
bctjfme suspicious. Now it became 


necessary not only lo admiral 

but the entire Hugu^n^t nobility, 

with their servants, bodyguards and all 

the rest, and the population 

of Paris who niijjfif come to their 
rescue or exact revenge- 
The king had to be won over. After 
alt he was technically 
country. This was accomplished almost 
at the last minute/ by persuading him 
that there was a 

to overthrow him. Catholics stili 

believe that there wfls, is no 

evidence of it). 


Charles IX was English history 
books used to call "a 
till the very last i nc#nl he was favour¬ 
able to the Huguei»s They constitu¬ 
ted a gifted and m^^h-tous section of 
the population. \M Coltgny was a 
father figure to hir|iau ally against his 
domineering m’olhc^ His mistress loo 
was Protestant (shifw-as spared). Vcl 
once his resistanc^ had been beaten 
dowm he swung rig [ground to the oppo¬ 
site extreme, and ^ve Ihc word for a 
general slaughter. (A medieval law 
apparently gave aj king the right to 
punish his subjects >y massacring them, 
so a faint aura of legality hung over 
these proceedings). 

Paris had stifled throughout a long hot 
summer. Once thej massacre had begun 
it spread like a U'mi tire, and no one 
could control it. Religious hatreds took 
over where Machiaevelli left off, and for 
days Prais was in) turmoil, echoing to 
the roar of gunfirejand the screams of 
murdered men, Wi^men and children. 

The kind himselfjtook his place upon 
a balcony, his sporjp gun in his hand, 
and shot at his Protestant subjects who 
were trying to esc® from the city by 
swimming the Seir® The court ladies 
amused themsclveip by examining the 
bodies of the Hug^noi nobles piled up 
in the palace yard^j They were particu¬ 
larly interested in Jhe genitals of one 
man, who had be® rumoured to have 
been impotent, lidded piquancy to 
the situation that^me of these girls 
had spent the pn-*^^i|iight with some 
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Facts on Katanga^ 



"TO KATANGA AND BACK", by 
Conor Cruise O'Brien- Hutchin¬ 
son, 35s, 

I^ET hold of this book, buy it, borrow 
it or steal it, for it is certainly a 
great book, combining real adventure 
and current controversy with a serious 
and provocative assessment of the 
United Nations. 

O'Brien's human portraits are one of 
iho most unforgetablc features; the pic¬ 
ture of Tshombe is fascinating and that 
of his powerful aide Munongo, grue¬ 
some, The author's contact with these 
men and with many others is of an 
intimate nature and especially interest¬ 
ing is his strongly held opinion that 
Munongo was the main centre of power 
in Katanga, and that behind the screen 
of an African front the Union Minierc 
held the reins of power. This contenlior| 
is well substantiated time and agaih 
and it is evident that Munongo was 
cloiely tied to the more extreme GAS 
mercenaries. 

The account of Lumun^ba's death pro¬ 
vides much bpeculaiion, and the follow¬ 
ing is particularly noteworthy; "Accord¬ 
ing to a witness before the UN Com¬ 
mission on the death of Lumumba, 'M. 
Munongo, who was awajljng his arrival, 
came towards M. Lumumba and, after 
making some remarks, took a bayonet 
from the rifle of one of his soldiers and 
drove it into Lumumba'.s chest'. A 
Belgian mercenary, one Kuys, then, 
mercifolly, dispatched Lumumba with a 
bulki through the head. After being 
preserved for some time in a refrigerator 
belonging to Union Miriiere, the body 
was dissolved in phenol.*' This Munongo, 
whose father once ate a three-ycai-uld 
child in an attempt to regain his 
virility, haunts ihis book. 

The death of Mr, Hainmurskjold is 
also open to one's doubts. According 
to O'Brien "In Hlijmbclhville I do not 
think there was anyone who believed 
his death was acddental," Here again 
the suggestion is that Munongo might 


have been res pi 
OAS officers 
death was convei 
certainly true. 
Sudden, mysle 
book also prove] 
Britain's role in 
relation to RRodi 
Sir Roy Wi 
British Consul 
Tshombe the 



ible, together with 
liat Hanimerskpold's 
eni to some people is 


(ous death apart, this 
much thought over 
^aianga, especially with 
Kia, After the visit of 
ty's Consul with the 

In Katanga to Mr. 

Iiangese paper VEcho 
du Katanga carried the following report 
(1/9/61): 'The British Consul conveys 
his Government^ sympathy to the 

Katangese cause. | 

"President Ttfiombe received the 

British Consul, aiompanied by his Vice- 

Consul, who lo convey the sym¬ 
pathy of iheir Government with the 

Katangese causeJ They declared td the 
Head of State lhat ihdr Governmeni 
was following IhL situation in Katanga 
with much aUentikU, 

"At the samel 1'^^ another delegate 
Goverfimenl, coming 
rived in EUsabetbville 
to lake stock of j the situalion after ihc 
departure of the European technicians-*' 
111 the truly astonishing 
truing I he use of Rlu> 
desian troops by) Ishombe, the Rhodes* 
ians only fighlini by night and crossing 
hack into Rhoduia by day. 

In a review Tne cannot cover very 
much in a book] of this sort* for there 
is so much: 1 hive concentrated y nar¬ 
row ligiu on ofjly a few of the more 
starlling disci^ be episodes oi 
UN fighting, the dilkre rices hclween 
ollicial UN inlgimation and ihc actual 
facts and, not Rasl, Dr. O'Brien s Irish 
Dliiiigc arc also imporlaiu 
HH>k. I especially liked 
the Brilisli C onsul: 
the point of frieiidli* 
Lmao is the love allair 
Luure wile, 

Icoftvey any more than 
this 


from the Briiisb L 
from Salisbury, jjiri' 


To this IS 
informal ion cm 


humour and coi 
features of this 
the description 
"Civil almost 
nes** 
with 

But [ cunnoi 


Id' 


VI1 almost tti 
s" and very lii 
ft Mai re his 
lut I cunnoi \c 


a gist of "To Katanga and Back 


is not a hook 
read. 


review- 


it is u book to 
J.W. 
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Among those killed were many t aitio- 
lics. Professional jealousies, family feuds, 
donnish rivalries, chauvinism (particu- 
tarty against Italians) and the simple 
desire to plunder caused many deaths. 
Husbands handed over wives to the 
mob. Wives betrayed husbands. Scho¬ 
lars denounced those with whom they 
disagreed on points of philosophy. It 
was enough to say lhat a person was a 
Huguenot. 

From robbing Protestant shops and 
w^arehouses it was a simple step to rob¬ 
bing Catholic ones, and the massacre 
began to change its character apd be¬ 
come a war of the poor against the 
well-to do. The city authorities became 
alarmed, but there was little that could 
be done until people were exhausted. 

There was also a massacre among the 
books. It began with the destruction of 
heretical works, but soon extended to 
anything in print. The mass b£ the 
population were illiterate, and could not 
distinguish between a Huguenot 'and a 
Catholic book. Catholic bookshops went 
up in flames along with Protestant ones. 

In those days, as oow^ statesmen wrote 
their memoirs, explaining iheir actions, 
justifying themselves, putting the blame 


know a great deal about the ^ . 

from different points of view, and Hinri 
Nogueres has written a very vivid, hour 
by hour account of what occurred, 
almost as if it had happened only a few 
year? .i 

Modern hisiorians seem lo dislike 
being asked w-hat lessons for today arc 
to be drawn from their researches, but 
in this case it is a perfectly sensible 
question. One need hardly enlarge on 
the modern parallels. History may 
never repeat itself exactly, but it often 
reiterates the same general themes. The 
Bartholomeu's Day Massacre i$ still a 
live issue, whereas other Parisian mas¬ 
sacres, before and after it, have been 
forgotten. Until the end of the last 
century, and very probably still today, 
there were Catholics who believed lhat 
Catherine de Medici had acted wisely, 
and nippd in the bud a dangerous con¬ 
spiracy. 

What Protestants too could do, when 
their turn to be in power came. North 
America and South Africa (many Afri¬ 
kaners are of Huguenot origin) have 
shown with horrible clarity. Today’s 
victim is lomorrow's tyrant. 

Arthur W, Uloth, 


WALDEN & WALDEN i 


"‘'Vi^ALDEN" by Henry David Thor- 

'^^au, and "Walden Two" by 8, F, 
Skinner’*', arc two related books which 
raise questions of interest for those who 
concera themselves with anarchism. The 
first is an account of two years (1845-7) 
spent by the author in the woods of 
Massachusetts. The second describes a 
fictitious community run on the psycho¬ 
logical principles worked out by Pro¬ 
fessor Skinner. Both are aUempU to 
describe an ideal life, and the way to 
achieve it, 1 shall first briefly indicate 
the content of the two books, and then 
mention some of their implications. 

To begin with "Walden". Thoreau 
set out lo demonstrate that a man can 
achieve a satisfying life without dep¬ 
ending on modern (/.e, 19th century 
American) technical advance.^, and in¬ 
deed that he is better without th^. 
He conccntraied bn sTmplTfvmg Tifs ftfe- 
during the two years hi* expert ment. 
Thus he built a small hut to live in 
with as little expense as might be, and 
ate only such food as could be easily and 
cheaply obtained. He worked as little 
as possible, devoting the remainder of 
his time mostly to reading and to the 
study of the countryside around him, 
from which he seems to have obtained 
a deep and somewhat mystical satisfac¬ 
tion. He had rather few dealings with 
other people, and apparently did not 
find this unpleasant. 

"Walden Two", on the other hand, 
deals with a community, I may mem- 
tion that, although the account is fic¬ 
tional, it is reasonable to think that such 
a community is, at least in principle, 
possible. The psychological work of 

B. F. Skinner has been mainly concerned 
with developing the technique known as 
"operant conditioning", Essentially, this 
involves the presentation of rewards, or 
reinforcement, it is possible both lo 

when they respond in the manner desired 
by the experimenter. By specifying in 
great detail the exact contingencies of 
reinforcement, it is possibl both to 

change an animal’s behaviour drastically, 
and to render any desired behaviour 
extremely persistent. In his novel, 
Skinner supposes that these principles 

are applied lo a small community by 
its psychologist founder. The behaviour 
that is engendered embraces everything 
lhat conduces to a successful life for the 
community, such as socially useful work 
and co-operaiives attitudes. The re¬ 
wards arc those things, ranging from 
praise to material goods» from which 
the recipient derives satisfaction. The 
lesult, Skinner claims, is a community 
of contented individuals, coerced by no 
authority, and infiucnccd only by receiv¬ 
ing what they want. 

In order to con.sider the success of 
ihese atlcmpls to achieve a happy life, 
it is necessary to give a criterion of 
happiness. I suggest that an individual 
may be said lo be happy when he con* 
linues Ins cmirse of action, although not 
prevemed from changing it. Clearly, 
Thoreau is happy on this erherion: the 
case of the inhabitants of "Walden Two' 
is less clear, for i1 is far from certain 
lhat the cITecl of a full-scale programme 
of operant coiufilioning w'ould actually 
bu on adult juinian beings. U is very 
likely, judging froin our present know¬ 
ledge, that the desire to behave in certain 
ways may bo engendered and made per- 
si,sicnl. This makes it hard to apply 
the criterion given above: for it may be 


that the possibility of a wish to change 
has been prevented. 

Now as to the relevance of these 
works to anarchism. The essence of 
anarchism, in my opinion, is the belief 
that every individual is able, and has 
the right, to direct his own life, and 
that this is inseparable from happiness, 
Thoreau’s book may be seen as a 
demonstration of the truth of this, and 
indeed Henry Miller calls Thoreau an 
anarchist. But both Thoreau, and anar¬ 
chists who more or less follow his ap¬ 
proach, fail to consider how suitable it 
is for others. It is clear that for the 
sairsfaction of many of their needs 
human beings depend on others. This 
is true of all, but particularly of chil¬ 
dren, the old^ and the infirm, Thoreau 
offers no suggestion as to how such needs 
are to be met, Sin7i!arly, while it is 
ime that art able-bodied; man can reduc^ 
his dependence on civdizalion to 
ininimum, there are many for whom this 
would he hard or impossible. Far from 
rendering their lives freer for what they 
consider important, the absence of tech¬ 
nical devices would handicap them still 
further. In Skinner's book, these diffi¬ 
culties are met; but he then faces the 
objection, from an anarchist point of 
view, that the members of his com¬ 
munity are not directing their own lives, 
but merely behaving as the founder 
wishes, Skinner's answer to this is that, 
in any case, they are behaving as they 
wish. To resolve this point would in¬ 
volve a discussion of the question of 
free will. 

These two books seem to me to raise 
several questions which I think impor¬ 
tant, but to which I cannot give con¬ 
clusive answers, is happiness the 
supreme good? If so, how may it best 
be achieved, and in particular, is free¬ 
dom essential to it? If freedom is 
essential, how far must it be restricted 
by our dependence in others? For my 
part, 1 can see no greater good than 
the happiness of every indtvidualj and 
I think that our increasing knowledge 
of human behaviour will eventually tell 
us how we may achieve this, i believe 
that freedom is conducive to happiness, 
but I can find no unanswerable argu¬ 
ment to show- that it is essential. The 
third question requires a discussion to 
itself, too lengthy to be attempted here, 

JKR, 


♦“Walden", by Henry David Thoreau, 
publishers, New American Library of 
World Literature (Signet Classics edn). 
3s. 6d., I960. 

"Walden Two”, by Burrhus Frederic 
Skinner, publishers Macmillan, 1948. 


PRESSMEN CONDEMN 
MANAGED NEWS 

Nilw York, Februaev 5. 

The inter-American Press Association 
said last night that Ihc United Slates 
Defence Department's concept of "man¬ 
aged new's" and "news as weaponry" 
was a threat to a free and responsible 
press and served to distort the truth. 

The association's committee on free¬ 
dom of the press will discuss the 
"managed news" concept, first expressed 
b> a Defence Department official during 
the Cuban crisis last October, when it 
meets in Jamaica on March 27 and 28. 

{British United Pn*.vj). 




















A CRISIS OF GOVERNMENT 
-OR CAPITALISM? 


Contmued iram page ( 

sociiilist govcramenL did aoh in 
1945, when ii had a large majority 
than the present government, vole 
capitalism out and socialism in. in 
24 hours! The simple fact is that 
the Labour government of 1945 had 
no intention of dispensing with the 
capitalist system, even assuming 
that il, or any government as such, 
had the power lo legislate on a 
fundamental question of this order. 

So long as governments are 
changed by quinquennial elections, 
or overthrown by coups d'etat. 
palace- of other autlioritaiian-revo¬ 
lutions, the amhoritarian structure 
of government remains. And so 
long as there is government there 
must be privilege, and sooner or 
later this must give rise to an 
economic- as well as a power- elite, 
which fosters among the people 
dependence on social and economic 
inceniives as the visible rewards for 
effon, ability, and skill, as opposed 
CO Those of approval, self-satisfac¬ 
tion and commiiniiy. 

★ 

do not believe that among the 
highly industrialised nations 
of the West some are more competi¬ 
tive than others. We arc tired of 
hearing from the lips of people who 
have never engaged in manual work 
for a living trouble" today 

in this country is that “nobody 
lo do an honest day's work”. 
The implicailon is that in other 
countries they do, whereas in fact 
eJtactly the same argumenLs are used 
by the exploiters of labour—direct 
(obvious) or indirect (professional 
husband and wife who between 
them earn six or seven times as 
much as their “domestic" costs 
them to look after their chiidren, 
run their household and be on call 
at all hours of the day and night)— 
in every country of the world. The 
simple fact is that the employer 
always thinks of himself as a bene¬ 
factor and the employee, however 
sertnle, feels resentment at having 
to depend for his existence on the 
whim of another. In our view there 
is no way of reconciling these two 
interests, and if we have an interest 
it is lo widen the gap between ex¬ 
ploiter and exploited, not because 
wc believe in strife per se. but be¬ 
cause this writer and many anar¬ 
chists believe that power can only 
be destroyed by power, and that the 
anarchist society can only then be 
established by reason and love 
Today the worker is promised 
neither social nor economic free¬ 
dom. He is, as he has always been 
under ciipilaiism, at the mercy of 
the winds of fortune. In a sense 
capitalists arc the victims of the 
capitalist system; but they are also 
the instruments, the operators of 
that system. By making it unpro¬ 
fitable for them to operate that 
system, it and their privileges would 
collapse. Their own greediness 
would be their undoing if only the 
workers used their intelligence lo 
understand the workings of the 
system. The Tories no less than 
the Labour politidaas, whatever 
their intenlions and personal ambi- 
lions, are committed to the rules of 
the electoral game and consequently 
each side must seek lo present a 
programme which appeals lo a 
majority of the electorate. Hence 
the growing siniihirity between iherii. 

In the Peace N(nvs editorial with 
which we took issue last week it is 
suggested that 

it would be iniport^.nl to h&vc serious 
public discussion of ceonomic, pulitic&l 
and sociaJ probJetns and eboices; the 


whole Common Market issue has been 
most noteworthy for the almost total 
public ignorance of the facts of the 
siluadon. 

Would it? Within the framework 
of the so-called ConstiluUon, and 
the functioning of the political 
panics, so long as the parliamentary 
parties arc a law unto themselves 
It IS difficult to see how the public 
could influence the situation. “Ser¬ 
ious public discussion" can only 
make the public want to dispense 
with the poiiticians, as opposed to 
Peace Ncms' advocacy of “far great¬ 
er Government intervention in the 
economy”: it means, surely, control 
by the majority: capitalism is con¬ 
trol by a minority in the interests 
of a minority. How then can 
“serious public discussion” in the 
interests of the public change by 
discussion a system which exists to 
protect and further the privileged 
interests of a tninority? It just 
doesn’t make sense. 

iK 

^HE Labour Opposition for 
obvious reasons is attempting 
to convince the public that all our 
present troubles stem from bad 
government, and that they have all 
the answers and the cures for un¬ 
employment, housing, defence and 
the rest. The real crisis is not of 
government but of the capitalist 
economy. A most significant anicie 
appoiircd rectaiLly in ihe Wesi- 
minster Bank Review (a .summary 
of which is primed elsewhere) in 
which among other things it is sug¬ 
gested that for the first time since 
the war “the productive capacity of 
industrial countries may now exceed 
current and prospective demand", 
It seems that this point has been 
reached in the U S. and Britain, 
where in both countries steel pro¬ 
duction is significamiy less than 
capacity. In West Germany the 
same trend is now appearing-—one 
leading steel firm has called on W. 
German steel producers to unite in 
cutting back production at least for 
the time being. It is also significant 
that Linemploymem has reappeared 
on the W. German industrial hori¬ 
zon. And, according to the Guard¬ 
ians Financial Editor (Jan. 21), the 
“gloomy prospects for this country 
has nothing lo do with the Common 
Market talks” but it exists “because 
there is at least an even chance of 
an economic recession in Western 
Europe during 19d4”. 

Those who talk of expanding the 
economy, and becoming more com- 
pelitive, seem to overlook the fact 
that all countries are trying to do 
the same thing, and that even in the 
event that this country becomes 
more “competitive” in its prices and 
increases its exports the effect will 
be only temporary since the country 
from which it has taken away the 
particular market will have that 
much less lo spend on imports, and 
since the largest importing countries 
are also the largest exfK>rtcrs as 
well, it is a vicious circle. It would 
not surprise us in the least to see 
Britain seeking to solve some 4jf lier 
financial problems by an increase in 
trade with Russia which clearly i.s 
an UA pa riding market. 

But W'hatevcr short-term measures 
arc taken, the problems will re- 
emerge larger than before, and as 
long as governments are made the 
scapegoat, I he public will noi under- 
stand I hat ilie real cause is the 
capitalist system, and lhai the only 
cure is ils destruction and the re¬ 
organisation of producUofi for I he 
satisfaction of mankind’s needs and 
not for the profit of u few. 


The mrehists 

J OHN HENRV S novel The possibility of an authontanan revolution, 

Aruirehists* nivU' be almost the He may be said to have been the Jerc- 


only novel about oy an anar. 

chiM, unless one Ethel Mannin’s 

Rej 'Rose, a hdiona^ised biography of 
Emma Goldman,. Camrtide^ oh 
Comrade, which is T^'uly concerned with 
the Left as a wholes This is very cur^ 
iouB, when you cOft'c lo think of it, 
Tbe anarchists havr produced a vast 
mass of liicraiure, bdi have rarely turned 
Lhc spotlight on ih^selves, and when 
they do it takes ll* frrrn of question¬ 
naires and scientific surveys. I suppose 
this b a healthy tendency really. .At 
least it is the very reverse of morbid 
inlroversion. 

Even Maduy's bof'k is only barely a 
novel, U is &ubtiti»^'d “A Picture of 
Civilisation at ihc Tlosc of the Nine- 
lecnth Century", which sums up the 
inten lion of the aufinn perfectly, 

Mackay was half Scottish and half 
Gernmm He belonged to the iudivi- 
(luaiisi-anarchist school of thought, and 
popularised the wofk of Max Slirnerf 
whose book, Th£ Ege and its Own, pub¬ 
lished in 1B45. had' by ihe tSSO's been 
almost forgotten. ^ 

All the chafaclcfS-fit The Anarchists 
arc real people, tlibugh> so as not to 
help police spies^ they are either un¬ 
named or given psaiidonyms. The two 
principle ones are Cavrad Auban and 
Otto Trupp. The first being Mackay 
himsdt, perhaps ftomcwhai idealised, 
and the second beitif an anarchist-com¬ 
munist whose real name wasc Otto 
Rinke, A great deal of the book is 
devoted to the disf^nle between these 
two. Auban usually has the last word 
in debate, but Trupp generally has the 
crowd on his side, (^because he is able 
to appeal lo their euiotions. Not that 
he docs so in any dtshonesL sense, but 
Auban’s philosophy ^terns to the major¬ 
ity of the revolutionaries to be a cold¬ 
blooded creed, and they instinctively 
turn from him lo Tnipp. 

One is inclined^ to fed that Mackay 
rather over-states case when he 

headed for dis^ttr. seems to have 
foreseen an ai^rchijt^commuiijst revo¬ 
lution which would follow the course 
actually followed byi the authoritarion- 
communist one in Russia and China. 
This particular prophecy at least dtd 
not come true. He hardly discusses the 


AROUND. THE 

THE NEW LONDON GALl.ERY al 
^ 11 Old Bond Street, Wd, have desig¬ 
nated the 5U year old American painter 
R. B. Kuaj as ihctr man of the month 
and this most influential of the Bond 
Street galleries have given him the full 
treatment meaning Uiit the press, Lord 
Snowdon and the critics have stood to 
auention lo extol jnJ coloured supple¬ 
ment, posed pbotoiiftph and humbled 
prose iho work of this Ohio artist. 

In personal convci :?ition and through 
the siiiging pen of Brian Robertson, Kitaj 
most emphaitcally dr'ties that his work 
comes within hog-oahing distance of the 
school of ^'pop” art the very neces¬ 
sity of denial obvioudy, for gotnl or ilk 
decrees the public and the leaders' classi¬ 
fication of his work but it is of small 
import only inasmuch as a few students 
Of the Tottenham Couri Road group 
claim that they owe ati allegiance and a 
debt to Kitaj in Lh<^ir superticial and 
crudely creative honiiSe and patronage 
Lo what IS to so many] of them an alien 
social siraiu. 

But ihi^ exhibition has a particular 
relevance to us as anGl'chists far KiCaj 
has turned to the pi’lilicul left for a 
number of ijikh and ihenics and umong 
Ihem is the use and idenil Inclusion of 
names knttwrt and l^ aottred wiElim Ihc 
anurthrst niovcmcnl Ktlaj himself is 

uncomrniUed in any to any aciive 
pariicipattoii with ilr'ic who carry a 
hiifiner, march in ai haful out 

the pleading icallch Jor his is the in- 
telleetuul and the cmouuiiat approach lo 
a philosophy and a lift (hal linds 

Ml oullet upon the ^‘l^nl canvas. We 
who arc committed niui'i be grateful thai 
the hidden names should hold the eye 
and irritate the mind of the hnuf /mnnie 
bid truth dcfuundb that we judge llicse 
painlingv works ol arl amj iioi 
visual polcfmt:> fuvoiiJ|bk to u belief 
that we advocate. It condejnn the 
fawning critic of the Eoiulrlarmn States 
for crying the non-exJktciii virtues of a 


miah of a revolt that never took place. 

Of Kropotkin he says, 

“He was a Communist .v , . In splendid 
essays, which appeared in one of die 
foremost English magazines, he had 
attempted to lay down the ‘'scientific 
foundations” of his ideal* which he be¬ 
lieved was rightly called Anarchy. But 
even these labours, which gave a gene^ 
ral idea of the extent of the information 
of the author in all matters of Socialism 
and of his enormous reading, did not 
enable Auban to picture to himself the 
possibility of the realisarioii of thc^se 
theories. And he saw also the delusive 
faith in this new yet so old rdigibn 
yielding nothing oxcept a nevv evil 
harvest of despotism, confusion, and 
most intense misery . , . ” 

When 1 read this the first tiuic 1 
thougjit that there was a misprint some¬ 
where, a “not” was missing. It gave me 
something of a jolt to realise that such 
was not the case. The author says what 
he means, without interference. To him 
the gentle communism of Peter Kropot* 
km reprcscnicd a new tyranny* poten* 
tiully* even if it never came to fruition. 
One feels that Mackay would not have 
been surprised by Kropotkin's support 
01 World War L 

Auban draws a dear distinction be¬ 
tween his sort of anarchism and that 
of Kropotkin and Otto Trupp. Auban 
believes in property and a system of 
exchange, and laughs at the anarchist- 
communist idea of placing all the pro¬ 
ducts of society in communal store 
houses, to be drawn from at will. He 
regards such an idea as impractical, and 
uses against it the “human nature" argu¬ 
ment that reactionaries alone use. As 
a result bis friends become suspicious 
of him, because they misunderstood 
him, and believe that he has become a 
supporter of laissez faire capitalism and 
the stains ^tto. No one however doubts 
his integrity. 

Auban denounces anarchist-commun¬ 
ism as “vague”, but bis own ideas .seem 
on some points to be equally so. He 
believes in education and the sJovi» ad¬ 
vance of reason to bring about the social 
changes he desires, not in social revolu¬ 
tion. 

His economic ideas seem to be based 
qn the conception of a means of ex- 


GALLERIES 

simpering rhymster as he hymns the 
glories of his latest political master, if 
we despise the deification of an artist 
who paw^ns, honour for the privilege of 
painting, without wans^ the political 
grangstcr of the day; if we laugh at the 
latest hepped-up version of the royal 
family and spit upon the spew that is 
wriuen by the critics of the establishment 
to commend it, then we in our turn 
must honestly and openly judge work 
that favours us. And for the record ! 
find that much of Kitaj’s work is banal 
and slipshod with an inherent crudity of 
conception and execution that owes more 
to lack of craftsmanship than to delibe¬ 
rate design. 

It has been fashionable over the last 
twelve months for the Tottenham Court 
Road boys to scrawl within their con¬ 
trived designs not only the reproduced 
work of belter artists but the names and 
sleazy little declarations that make thdr 
offerings the property of a cuU-coieric. 
Thii homosexual shyly and for a private 
campfire giggle adds the names of his 
playmates, sad iiltlc messages are written 
to Ihe laic Marilyn Monroe and the 
faces of fashionable murderers arc used 
lo pud out a canvui but when these 
names aiul tides* of so often so tiUk 
unport, are swept dowm the sewers of 
history whai shall wc be left with but 
u cullccllon of work Ihui U the product 
or inert wdto appear to lack the elemen¬ 
tary essential of their craft. Using a 
simple thenie they have heen forced by 
lack of personal ability to pad importnnt 
areas of iheir canvases with the gifts 
of posters and magazine reproductions 
not !>ccause diey feel a use lor collage 
but because the elcmcniary lessons of 
ito/ttpi^dUnii has never lain wuliin their 
cuniculuui. tn reproduction they hit 
ihe eye like a Guinness advefiisemeni 
but when one has hudged across ihe 
Town for a personal assessment one 
finds only loo often that the passage I hat 
one admired was painted by an unknown. 


change which operates without interest. 
So no accumulation of a means of 
exchange which operjiUes wjihout inter¬ 
est. So no accumulation of capital can 
lake place. The individual has the right 
Ilf the possession of what he has him* 
self produced. It is understandable that 
to men and women who had come to 
believe that property and money were 
the origins of all their misery this doc- 
tririti would have Jess appeal than 

communism. 

He says, 

"You say the Stale must fall m order 
that properly shall fall* for the Slate 

proteclEt it. 

“i say the State must fall in order 

that property may exist* for the State 

suppresses it 

"It is true y<>o do not respect pro¬ 
perly: yonr own property you do not 
respect; olherwise you would not allow 
it to be taken from you day after day. 
Expel iJlegjliniate property* /.e. that 
which is not really property, but aJica- 
ism. Bui expel it by becoming pro¬ 
prietors yourselves, Thai is Lhc only 
way in which to ready 'abolish' it, the 
only reasonable land just way, and at 
the same time the way of I (hefty. 

“Down wdh the .State in order that 
labour may be free* which alone crciitcs 
property I So 1 exclaim also, 

"‘When money shall be freed from 
all forcibly protected privileges . , 

But at this ^iini his friend, Otto 
Trupp* can bear it no longer and breaks 
in* 

“What! Is even money Lo remainY 
Wretched money which has corrupted, 
debased and enslaved us all?” 

The parties lo the dispute arc really 
speaking diltcreni languages. However 
the dispute is not quite so academic as 
it sounds. The fr^c society* when these 
problems will become acute* seems even 
further off now than it did in 1887. 
Vet, a couple of years ago 1 remember 
speaking on communities, and I men^ 
tioned the difficulty that arises when 
someone who has come into the com¬ 
munity* bringing some furniture, let us 
say* wishes lo leave. The conimuniiy 
may find itself in ditficulEics, since a 
has been using this person's chairs and 
tables, and now finds itself deprived of 
them. In the audience there was a reli¬ 
gious pacifist who Strenuously objected 
to this. In his opinion, when a person 
entered a currmiunity all hiii possessions 
become the community's for good* 
otherwise it would be no community at 
all* properiy speaking, (I believe such 
is* or was, the practise of the BruderhofJ. 
I expressed the opinion that sudi an idea 

Continued on page 4 


hack and grafted into the general body 
of bad workmanship by the fashionable 
creature of the momcnL 

Much of what t have written 1 apply 
to Kitaj's work but if we judge it as the 
ephemerai work that flowers so often 
and for so short a period in the fashion¬ 
able galleries then kt us say that in 
spite of ils faults it is pleasing to the 
eye and provides an excilmg talking 
pont for those who are emotionally in¬ 
volved with the aiiarchist movement and 
for that I for one ow'e a debt of thanks 
to Kitaj that he should publicly espouse 
my own beliefs. But for those who only 
demand amusement from the artist there 
is the work of William Copley at the 
Hanover at 32a St. George Street, W.I., 
fulfilling an evident need for Copley's 
urchin variations oh themes -of Delvaux 
arc worth a smile. 

In place of Delvaux's somnatnbulant 
moon-women Copley offers the juvenile 
dream woman, bovine in features* ntam- 
mary glands and buttocks as big as 
footballs and wearing her pubic hairs 
like a nosegay of dead violets; with 
a Copley catalogue Ihat carries a sad 
and sentimental essay from the cynic 
Robert Mdviilc Ihat will oullasi the 
paintings. These crudely painted trol¬ 
lops should make an ideal gift for any 
small boy having personal problems, 
but for those who value painting as .an 
art and as a craft then let them make 
Ihcir way Burfinglon House, w^here, 
in eluded among the 102 paintings of the 
"Art USA Now' exhibition is Ad Rein¬ 
hardt’s “.Abstract Painting No. 4“. As 
one crosses the huge room one ap 
proches a canvas that is nought but a 
w^cll of nihilistic black and as the light 
catches the canvas the hardly percepUbk 
iTiiances of superimposed black emerge 
to catch the eye only to vanish with the 
approach of each passing shadow for 
this magnificent painting flies like a 
lonely black banner to mock the rubbish 
that the Town's dealers are hawking lo 
pay the rent, for this painlinc is a 
declaration that an artist is among us 
again. 

Ann^ua Movse; 








FREEDOM 


*vuson became 
ti^aucf ot the l^bi^ur Part> and lold how 
he. and c\-scoui Hcaihcoic Amcry {Con*> 
signalled each other in the House ot 
Commons lo put over a Government 
grant to a Jamboree. . . . 


Revik B.\Xtek. IS-ycar-old est-gunner, 
gave himself up after twenty-six days 
Oil the run. He claimed ten CND 
‘‘converts" during his army career. He 
said he had distributed literature, sold 
newspapers and spoke at two meetings 
whilst ‘on the run\ Another airman 
wTole to Peace setting out hi^ paci¬ 

fist views. America has more than 200 
Allas, Titan and Minuteman missiles 
ready on launchers, besides 144 Polaris 
missiles in submarines. Police in 
Battersea stopped Committee of UK) 
members f?y-posting million w-asted 

on Civil Defence. While 6,IKK) people 
aro Homeless". Chelsea Borough Coun¬ 
cil discussed Civil Defence. Councillor 
Alexander Pringle (Lab.) criticised 
recommendation that civil rescue work 
be unemphasised in Civil Defence Corps 
recruiting. He claimed that C.D. re¬ 
cruitment publicity was misleading, he 
was supported by a fellow^ Labour coun¬ 
cillor. A Conservative councillor thought 
that the attack on Civil Defence—‘"basic¬ 
ally the whole form of defence for this 
ooantrC' was anti-patriotic. "My coun¬ 
try right or wrong" may be too jingo¬ 
istic, , . But I do think it unfortunate 
that some people of a certain political 
colour make it ‘my country is always 
wrong"." Mrs, Mary Baxter (Labour) 
satdj "The Labour Party is not lacking 
in patrlotism^^—any criticism is only to 
draw attention to ways to improve Civil 
Defence". Councilor Joe Dutch 
roundly declared. "If Ihb country was 
threatened with war* I should be down 
ai the recruiting office tomorrow^ 1 con¬ 
sider it a privilege to fight for my 
country."' Britain’s leading expert on 
civil defence. Major-General Stophen 
Irwin (67) left for India where he is to 
advise the Indian Government on Civil 
Defence methods. . * . 
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The DEEtNCE Biu_ for the coming year 
will total £L8t>flNOO0,00O* an increase of 
i,:SO.OOO,OfM). Councillor Joe Dutch of 
Chelsea asked the Council to consider 
increasing the grant to the Family Wel- 
faio Association to £2<K), it was said 
that the grant had lo be approved by 
the Ministry of Housing who had ruled 
that the Council should not spend more 
than £lf)0, A Conservative Councillor 
said. "U is not the business of this Coun- 
cil to go around helping people out of 
their scrapes—which frankly they got 
into by Ihcir own foolishness". Holiday¬ 
makers at Poole, Dorset wii] have to 
pay 3d, to sit on their own deck-chairs 
on the beach. Tendring Rural Council 
Essex has decided to cease granting an 
eight shillings a week rent subsidy for 
pensioners occupying Council bunga¬ 
lows, A council spokesman commcnlcd, 
"They need not be worried, for they can 
always apply for National Assistance lo 
make up for it", A petition signed by 
15.000 people demanding a rnalcrnily 
unit at Hinckley^ Leicester has been re¬ 
jected by the Ministry of Health. 
Borough Councillors in Florhant Par>\ 
New Jersey have banned the building 
of a community centre for aged W'omen, 
because being a charily, it is free of 
local taxes, and they would lose too 
much. Paper bags used for refuse col¬ 
lection at Long Eaton, Derbyshire, were 
“better for the men, more hygrciiic for 
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PUBLICATIONS 


SELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDOM* 

Vol I 1951: Mankind is One 
Vol 2 1952: Postscript to Posterity 
Vol 3 1953: ColooialLsio on Trial 
Vol 4 1954: Living on a Volcano 
Vol 5 1955: The Immoral Moralists 
Vol 6 1956; Oil and Troubled Waters 
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Era 
Vol 8 1958; Socialism in a Wbeelchatr 
Vol 9 1959; Print, Press & Public 
Vol 10 I 960: Tbc Tragedy of Africa 
Vol 11 1961: The People in the Street 
Each votiime: paper 7/6 cloth 10/6 
The paper edition of the ^lectiom is 
available to readers of FREEDOM 
at S/6 post free. 


BAKUNIN 

Marxism. Freedom and the State 5/- 


PAUL ELTZBACHER 
Anarchism (Seven Exponents of the 
Anarchist Philosophy) cloth 2J/- 


OiARLES MARTIN 
Towards a Free Society 2/6 


RUDOLF ROCKER 
Nationalism and Culture 
rdolh 21/- 


JOHN HEWETSON 
Sexual Freedom for the Young 6d. 
ni-Hesdlb, Poverty and the State 
cloth 2/6 paper 1/- 


VOLINE 

Nineteen-Seventcen (The Russian 
Revolution Betrayed) cloth 12/6 
The Unknown Revolution 
(Kronstadt 192L Ukraine 1918-21) 
cloth 12/6 


HERBERT READ 
Poetry and Anarchism 
cloth 5/- 


TONV GIBSON 
'Youth for Freedom 2/- 
Who will do the Dirty Work? 2d, 
Food Production & Population 6d, 


E- A- GUTKIND 

Tbc Expanding Environment 

(illustrated) boards 8/6 


PETER KROPOTKIN 
Revolutionary Covemment 3d, 
Organised Vengeance (jelled Justice 2d, 


Marie'IxMiise Bemeri Memorial 
Committee publications: 
Marie-Louisc Bemeri, 1918-1949; 
A tribute 
cloth S/- 

Joumey Through Utopia 
cloth 16/- paper 7/6 
Neither East Nor West 
paper 7/6 


thii public and ipcvdicr" Bu the 
csouncil is going bsdfc because 

the bags cost iqo fjuch. The G.P,0. 
has rejected a request f"f ® telephone 
kiosk near old pe ^pU ^ homes m Des- 
ford. Letcesiershtrc, d 

£3,0CK>.U00 yeari) *phone bo.\c^. Free 
newspapers and mjp^uies pro^iided in 
the Bedford hospitii group arc to be 
cancelled as pan of ait econOTn> drive. 
Looc, t^'ornwail, has tcfitted to remove 
turnstiles from wopm's lavator ‘s be¬ 
cause they would lose £2.000 a veat; 
St, Neois, Hutiiin|don shire ha^i just 
built a new convenience with luinsuies 
and it would be toejexpt'nsivc to change 
it; Bury. Lancs., hive declined to act 
because they wouldlhavc to pay attend¬ 
ants" ovcriimc, limmster. Hereford, 
has decided that i\irnstiles alone allow 
reasonable control, liridlinglon has de¬ 
cided fhai an altc^ttve access is; pro¬ 
vided and allcuduiiU arc there in caKC 
of difficulty; at Wcilniinsier there had 
been no compbim ai\il so lurnsiilcs were 
not being rcmoveUl^ui they would not 
be included in new conveniences. , . , 


as a potiiical party and it is opposed to 
the use of direct action as a mailer of 
party policy. The mo$i impofiani tiling 
now is lo remember what has happened 
in Tryweryn in the pait“how Liverpovi 
walked into the valley, took tbc land, 
plundered the water sources, and des^ 
iroycd the fine commumty there," This 
is the second linic the transfomicr has 
been damaged. In Scplcmbet lwi> men 
w^eru convicted, Michad Randle ot ihc 
I ommiltce of 100 was rekased from 
prison after losing part of his remi-iion 
for a protest on behalf of a -ick fellow^ 
prisoner. The National Committee of 
100 met and discussed the pisssibilily 4 
broadenmi: the commii!ee\ approach to 
include questi on: of social jusik^ and 
of finding fresh forms of direct 
action. . , 


LOHDOR FEDERATIOM 
OFAHARCHISTS 

CENTRU MEETINGS 


tnedinga to be held ai 
The Two Brewerm, 

40 Monmouth Stmt. WC2 
(Leicester Square Tube) 
'Hsndays at 7,30 pjn. 




.\N lxi'Lo.sioeN. satT to be "caused de¬ 
liberately" by Wckh nauonabsis. blew 
up an ckctiical ninslormcr at 1 iver- 
pool (liuglund) 4scrworK^ site at 
Vrweryn (Wales). Plaid Cytnru'^i (the 
Welsh nationalist |ttriy) president said 
“Fluid Cymru can ^ly speak for Itsdf 


A U iex sent to a IiKt.ii 

undcrgraduaie who w rote ami-l asi^ist 
articles in l turned out to be a 

hoax. The perpetrators were "ruslicaicd" 
press report that Prince Richard ol 
Gloucester had a narrow escape from 
drowning was officially denied. So was 
the sUV v lhai tb^ Chincttc had an at* rmc 
device. Mr. Macmillan said that the 
(false) explanuiion given lo the French 
Government that Princess Margaret 
could not go lo Paris because there 
would nut be enough Counscllori of 
State Stale was given "in full accord¬ 
ance with diplonialic courtesy and 
usages" Mr. Jaw eh. new Miniskr of 
State Affairs in ihe new Iraq Govern* 
ment said to foreign jpurnalisti "ihe 
new' regime is determined to sminb 
Communism in Iraq. Thi^ has nothing 
io do with our relahons wUh friendly 
Socialist countriev, notably Russia, or 
our ailitudc towards oiher Communist 
parlies in other parts of the world" 
The BBC quoted another spokesman 
describing Ihe trouble-makers as 'anar¬ 
chists’, The government are using arms 
supplied lo Ihc Kassem regime by the 
Soviet Union. 

JoM QuiXoiK, 


FEB 24 Bruins Trust 

MAR 3 Tom Barnes: 
Psycholrtg> and Amirehisni 

MAR 10 To be announced 

M\R 17 vt: 

rhe Gmir Aoierlraii Alyth 

MAR 24 Brian I hot 
Niwtnr Mukhrm 

M AR ^1 Dcniu: Gould: 
Stihjert li» be iiniinunred 


OFF-CEHTRE 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 


l«i UiurNday of each month at B pan, tt 
Jack and Mary Stevenion'i. 6 Sulntcn 
Road, ELniield. Middx, 


tit 3^>diteiiday of each month it B 
at Colin Ward’a. 33 ELlarby Stracl. 
Fulham, S.W.6, 


3rd Tuesday at Brian and Dorii Lclie% 
242 Amesbuty Avenue, S.W.2 (Slre&tham 
Hill. Nr. Station). 


Thlnl Wedneuliiy of the month, at 8 pan, 
at .Albert Portch's, 11 Courcy Road (off 
WcuTd Green Higlj Road). N.B. 


Lust VVrcInesday of each month at 8 pjn, 
Tom llarriM', Albion Cottaoe, Foriii 
Green. N.2. (3rd door past Tudor Hotel). 


3rd Ffldiiy of each month at B p.m, at 
Donald & Irene Rooiim’s, l4Sa Pellowi 
Road, Swiss Collage. N.W.3, 

Please note that the meetings at Fellows 
Road, N.W.3 an: now on the Lhird 
Friday, noi the third Wednesday ai 
hithciio. 


THE ANARCHISTS 


Continued from page 3 

was atrocious, so to that extent 1 sup¬ 
pose I belong with Carrad Aubanft 

This particular discussion is closed 
when Auban puts to Trupp one of those 
"Hive you stopped beating your wife?" 
questions, 

"Would you, in the system of society 
which you call "Free Communism", pre¬ 
vent individuals from exchanging their 
labour among themselves by means of 
their own medium of exchange? And 
further; would you prevent them from 
occupying land for the purpose of per¬ 
sonal use?’’ 

If Trupp answered "Yes" he would 
be admilimg that society had the right 
to coerce tbs individual, but if he 
answered "No” he would be admitting 
the right of private property. In the 
end he answers "No", in effect. One 
may however suggest that in a free 
society both communist and individualist 
systems could flourish side by side. 

The book is really divided into two 
halves, although the two themes alter¬ 
nate, chapter by chapter. More than 
half (225 pages as against 153 devoted 
to discussions of individualism and 
communism) consists of descriptions of 
London life in the late 18&0"s, as seen 
from the Left. 

it would not be exaggerated lo claim 
that the poor quarters of London, in 
particular the East End, was at that lime 
very nearly as bad a place to live in as 
Belsen or Auschwitz, And this seething 
mass of misery was controlled by a few 
lightly armed policemen, (With, no 
doubt, the threat of the miJliary in the 
background). 11 was not wired off. 
There were no lowers equipped with 
machine-guns and searchlights. Presum¬ 
ably there was no need. The prisoners, 
for such they were, were loo cowed lo 
do more than stage an occasional in¬ 
effectual riot. Even conservalives now 
talk of modern society as a "sick 
society"', but the society of the I880"s 
was as sick as ours, although (a bilter 
pill for national patriots) Great Britain 
was at lhat lime at the height of her 
power. The genocide carried out 
agarnsi a large section of her labouring 
population did not seem to affect this 
very much. Evidently power is com¬ 
patible with an immense amount of 
rottenness in society. 

Although this great concent rati on 
camp has disappeared, in other respects 
Mack ay’s description of London por¬ 
trays a place remarkably unchanged. I 
began to read the book sitting in a caM 
in Villiers Street, right on the spot where 
the story opens. Everything was recog¬ 
nisable, although the beggar-women have 
disappeared. As far as the West End 


is concerned, the p^iancncc of London 
geography, in a man^reaicd cn- 

vironmtrhi/Tk 

So is the permAence of much of the 
aunospbere^ A *4'd deal of the book 
is concerned with llhc execution of the 
Chicago anarchists. We have all been 
to tho sort of Cha]|^.;ess) protest meeting 
that Mackay desert i'->. where telegrams 
are read out and’llpccches made—to the 
already converted, Tom ca change, wut 
cest mente cim Tho English gov¬ 
erning class too ai^ much the same as 
ever, 

"... ho observic the diners, he com¬ 
pared their confldoii', easy, elegant, but 
monotonous and ; unLharacteriBcdJ ap- 


•U-a j 

pearance with the| forms out of whose 
midst he had coBSi . < 

“Bloody Sunday? ;dso fully described, 
very much resemhles demonstrations in 
our own day, ex^pi that the military 
are no longer calMJ in so readily. The 
modern London is probably less 

desperate. But 111 Teds" were there, 


Keep it up! 
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then as now. 

“Another fifth ot the crowd certainly 
consisted of the " mo b : fishers in 
troubled waters, professional pick¬ 
pockets, ruffians, idlers who make a 
better Living than the honwi_ workt^g 
mao, pimps—m short. alT those afi 
always on hand, as nothing bindg-them. 
They w-ero mostly very young. As the 
most personal enemies of the police, 
with whom they are engaged in daily 
struggle, they allowed no opportunity to 
pass in taking their revenge on them. 
Armed with stones, slicks and pocket- 
knives, they Infficied painful injuries 
upon the police; whereupon they 
escaped as quick as lightning, disappear¬ 
ing in the crowds wilhoui leaving a trace 
and emerging at another place the next 
minute with loud howls and shrieks, to 
vent llicir spite afresh. They were pre¬ 
sent, moreover! al all collisions, aggra¬ 
vating the tumuli, intensifying the con¬ 
fusion, exasperaiUig the rage of the 
combatanis to the highest pitch of their 
wild shrieks."' 

Some things have changed little since 
IS9L The book was wrUien when Mac- 
kay was in his late twenties. He had ■ 
long literary career ahead of him, and 
lived to see Hitler's rise to power. His 
books are now little known, though one 
of them, The DownfaU of Albert SchneU, 
the tale of an ideailistic school teacher 
exploited by a prostitute, was the proto¬ 
type of Mann’s The Professor Unrut 
which became the classic film The Blue 
Angel. In all of his tales two main 
characters appear, the conscious egotist 
who is able to resist the pressures of 
society and the idealisi, conformist or 
rebel, who comes to grief. 

To some extent the dispute between 
anarchist-individualists and anarchist- 
communists seems rather remote. The 
free society, whether individualist or 
communist, seems so far away. Yet at 
one time the controversy was bitter, and 
echoes of it still sound even today. 

AamuR W. Uloth. 


iMsi I'bursday of each manth ai 8 
at George Hayes". 174 Mcleod Road, 
Abbey Wood, S.E.2. 

Nutting illll Amirebist Group (Oi»> 
cuKiviou Gruup) 

Lojii Friday of the month, at Brian and 
Margaret Hart's. 57 Udbroke Road, 
(nqar Notiing KiJi SlftttunJ, WJL 
IN IB,—No Fcbniary meeting). 


OXFORD .ANARnirST 

DLSCIISSION GROUP 
(gown, town and dlNtrid) 

Meets Wednesdays. 5,30 usually. 

Christ Church, Packwator Quad: Z, 6: 
Special meetings at $ p.m. 

FEB 27 Arthur Uloth: 

Aspects of Anarchism 

MAR 6 Tom Brown; 

The Syndicalist Kecun struct ion of 
Society 

MAR 13 Jack Robinson: 

Philosophy of AnuixhiNru 
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*The Anarchim. A Picture of Civilisa^ 
tion at the Clme of the Nineteenth Cen¬ 
tury, by John Hen^^ Mackay, translated 
from the German by George Schunun, 
published by Benjamin R. Tucker, Bos¬ 
ton, Massachusetts, 1891. 

L'Ouvre Utteruire de John Henry 
Machay, by Thomas A. Riley, leicte 
francais ct notes de E. Armand. Edition 
ndservd aux ‘‘Amis d’E. Armand". Parrs, 
et 22 citd St.-Joseph, OrMans. 
tWhen 1 pointed out that (his might 
mean turning someone out, if he decided 
to leave the community, with barely a 
shirt to his back, he replied, ‘Things 
can't be made too easy for people 
They can't be allowed to drop out w^hen 
things get difficull.'’ The ferocity of 
these idealists! He would not however 
have described himself as an anarchist. 
JThe original says “uncharacteristic"', but 
r think that this hardly makes much 
sense in the context. 
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